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Jhanksgiving
15 an old tradition of American
people. It 15 named Thanksgiving
because It 15 a day to give
thanks for families, friends and
neighbors, and all the good
things that happened throughout
the year.

\nANazauANNSE 191 Dud sy onil

LANLALENYNIB LNSIU L3N0

(%
=1

JuvpuRumTE 191 ALwsnedul
L Husufionie Ludfuazvougn
AIUAS? Ansamnouas Liloutiau
POVAU TN BOUANRNTUR VA"
fiLAndunanall

Historians have recorded cere-
monies of thanks among other
groups of European settlers in
North America, but most agree
that the original Thanksgiving
happened in the fall of 162 |

in the Plymouth colony, which 1s
now a city in the state of
Massachusetts.
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For the pilgrims, or European
settlers who came to the New

World, frontier life offered many
challenges. The harsh winters

S'M

often generated a famine that
decimated the settlers. Many
groups were reduced from
hundreds of members to a few
dozens, sometimes forcing them
to abandon the settlements by
the time the supply ships from
England arrived with food.
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"The First Thanksgiving, 1621," by J.L.G.
Ferris, depicts celebration of a bounti-
ful harvest. (Library of Congress)

In 1621, the Native American
tribe called Wampanoag taught
the pilgrims of the Plymouth
Colony how to survive and to
plant some food such as corn.
The pilgrims were thankful that
they were able to get through a
whole year and had a great
harvest so they could survive
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the harsh winter. They invited
the chief of the Wampanoag
tribe, Massasoit, to join the fifty
colonists who had survived in a
three-day feast. The Native
American leader brought ninety
of his tribesmen and pop corn to
the celebration, which included
athletic contests, and a feast on
foods such as wild turkeys,
duck, geese, venison, lobsters,
clams, bass, corn, green vege-
tables, and dried frutts.
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Over time, turkey has become
the most common main course
for a Thanksgiving dinner
because it 15 plentiful and native
to North America. Usually there
Is too much for the one meal and
people end up eating turkey
soup and turkey sandwiches for
the next few days.

Turkey—the most common main course
for a Thanksgiving dinner.
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The event became a national
holiday in | 563 when President
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the
last Thursday of November as a
national day of thanksgiving.
Later, President Franklin Roose-
velt clarfied that Thanksgiving
should always be celebrated on
the fourth Thursday of the month
to encourage earlier holiday

shopping.
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This day 15 important for the
U.S. because it symbolizes the
beginning and the success

of the early settlers who
struggled against great odds
to survive. It 1s a time for
American people to reflect on
the good things they have and
to remind them to be thankful
for these things and especially
thankful to the people who
have helped them.

A family saying grace before starting
their Thanksgiving dinner.
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Thanksgiving, on the commercial
side, has become to represent
the beginning of the Christmas
Season. Many, If not most
Americans watch the Macy's
parade in New York. At the end
of the parade 15 a float with
Santa Clause as the main
character. His coming marks the
beginning of the Christmas
Season. Shoppers begin to
flood the stores looking for
Christmas gfts for family and
friends.
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Have a nice Thanksgiving holiday!
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Library of Congress, http://memory.loc.gov/learn///features/thanksgiving/

timeline/1621.html

census.gov: Facts for Features: Thanksgiving Day, Nov 25, 2010

) English Language Expert Discusses American Thanksgiving Holiday,
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Thanksgiving Firsts
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Source: Library of Congress, http:/memory.loc.gov/learn///
features/thanksgiving/timeline/1621.html
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‘ ‘ﬁs we express our

gratitude, we must

never forget that the
highest appreciation
is not to utter words,

but to live by them. , ’

John F. Kennedg
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